
 

           Thursday, 21 May 2020 

Organisation 

Return Dates 

 Students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, will return to school from Tuesday 26 May.  

 All students in grades 3 to 6 will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June. 

 Students in grades 3 to 6 will return to school from Tuesday 9 June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you 
choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no 
longer support their learning from home. This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health 
or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan. This same 
approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria.  

Pupil Free Day 

Monday 25th of May is a state-wide pupil free day. No onsite or Home Learning program is being provided 
for this day. 

Drop Off and Pick up 

As the main risk of introducing coronavirus (COVID-19) to the school environment is from adults, close 

proximity between adult members of the school community should be avoided, particularly during school 

drop-off and pick-up. 

We are not to have parents entering our school grounds and buildings during this time. Drop off will be at 
the gate. 

Some children will find this difficult. We will not be able to physically assist children to enter the school. 

There will be an adjustment to drop off and pick up points. There may be a slight adjustment to this when 
the 3 to 6 children return. 

 P/1 Elisha and Prep Leila will enter and leave from the back gate on Beaconsfield Parade 
 

 1IK and 2MN will enter through the front entrances on Gladstone Rd 
 

 Parents must drop their children off at the gate and not congregate 
 

 Any siblings are to enter or leave the school through the eldest child’s drop off/pick up point 

 

 



Late Entry 

You do NOT need to sign in. Your child is to enter through the office and the office will record the time of 
arrival. Your child will then proceed to their classroom. Parents please ensure your child has entered the 
office door but do not accompany them. 

Foyer/Office Access 

All business should be conducted remotely via phone or email. This includes payment transactions.  

Onsite Supervision 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home because parents are working and vulnerable children, 
the existing model of on-site schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 
May to Tuesday 9 June.  

The current process for parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling will 
continue for this two-week period. To ensure that we have accurate attendance numbers and therefor 
correct staffing ratios, all previous booking must be confirmed each week no later than Friday 3.30pm. 
Please communicate this to me by email. kayll.rowan.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Assemblies, Excursions or other School Gatherings 

School assemblies, excursions, and other non-essential large gatherings are postponed. Watch the 
Newsletter for any updates. 

 

Health and Safety 

Sick Children 

If your child is unwell you must keep them at home until all symptoms go. If your child is unwell at school 
we will be calling you and sending them home. You will need to come to pick them up as soon as possible. 

Water Bottles 

All children are required to have a water bottle at school as the drink taps are turned off. If they forget we 
will supply a disposable plastic cup which will have to be thrown in the bin after use. We don’t like issuing 
plastic cups so please remember to pack a bottle for your child. 

Playground Organisation 

We will be rostering different year levels to separate parts of the playground. We are lucky to have 
sufficient space to do this. We will rotate the spaces and it will change when the grade 3 to 6 children 
return. 

Hand Sanitiser and Soap 

Hand Sanitiser will be in every classroom along with disinfectant spray and paper towel. Soap will also be 
supplied. A day cleaner has been employed by the Department and they will be wiping down all high-touch 
surfaces throughout the day. Feel free to send personal Hand Sanitiser with your child. 
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Temperature Checking of Children 
On the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, Briar Hill will not conduct wide-scale temperature 
checking of students as it is stated that there is limited evidence to demonstrate the value of such checks. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s 
website, which will continue to be updated: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and 
learning.  Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to 
welcoming our students back to the classroom. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rowan Kayll 

kayll.rowan.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Bridy Fitzpatrick 

fitzpatrick.bridy.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICTORIAN CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 
As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer, and as a member of the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee, and with the 

health, wellbeing and safety of students and staff front of mind, I fully endorse a return to on-site schooling for all 

Victorian schools. 

As you know, since the beginning of Term 2, most children have been learning remotely in order to limit the number of 

people moving around the state and to help slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

This careful approach continues, and I trust that you have confidence in my view that it is safe for our community to have 

school students begin a phased return to classrooms. 

I thank teachers, staff and families for their incredible efforts in helping deliver remote and flexible schooling and, in doing 

so, helping to flatten the curve of the pandemic. These efforts, in addition to significant testing, mean we are now in a 

position to begin moving back to face-to-face teaching. 

This is in addition to the available evidence that largely indicates that transmission between children in the school 

environment is low. This growing evidence, coupled with low levels of community transmission in Victoria, means that the 

risk posed to staff and students returning to on-site schooling at this time is very low. 

As we begin this transition, the following guidance provides some sensible steps schools can take. Everyone in the 

Victorian community has a role to play in protecting themselves and keeping the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

suppressed. 

Thank you for your incredible contribution to Victoria’s response to coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton 

Victorian Chief Health Officer 
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